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The Morro Bay kangaroo rat (~ipodomys heermanni morrensis) was reported in 
1960 to occupy approximately 4.8 square miles in San Luis Obispo County at 
the south end of Morro Bay. Stewart and Roest (1960) studied and delineated 
the extent of the range of the Morro Bay kangaroo rat. In their study, three 
trapping quadrats were maintained for three nights, the results of which pro- 
vided a comparative base for the present study. In all three areas in 1971 
substantially lower densities were found and within their total range the 
population of this endangered mammal was found to be substantially reduced 
from that in 1957. The present study estimates the total population to be 
3,000 kangaroo rats on 1.75 square miles as compared to 8,000 over 4.8 square 
miles in 1957. 

- 
Wildlife Management Branch Administrative Report No. 71-02 (December 1971). 
Supported by Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W-54-~-3 "Special 
Wildli re Investigations." 


























